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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF MUHAMMAD IBN HUSAM’S
KHAWARANNAMA (BOOK OF THE EAST). ‘MALIK LIFTS ABU’L
MIHJAN FROM THE SADDLE’

IRAN, SHIRAZ (?); 1477

MINIATURE: 17.8 × 20.5 CM

Turkmen paintings often have a somewhat simpler line and
composition than contemporary Timurid work, but were frequently
more dynamic and colorful. This is decidedly true of the copy of the
Khawarannama that was completed in 1477.

Muhammad ibn Husam’s ‘Book of the East’ from c. 1426 deals in free
poetic form with the martial achievements of the Prophet
Muhammad’s son-in-law, Ali, and his familiars. It took its title from
Ali’s chief opponent, King Kubad of Khawaran, and was modeled
largely on Firdawsi’s Shahnama.
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