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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF JAFAR AL-SADIQ’S FALNAMA.
‘KARKHI, GATEKEEPER AT THE TOMB OF IMAM REZA, IS HONORED’

IRAN, TABRIZ OR QASVIN; C. 1550–1560

LEAF: 59 × 46 CM

Despite its slightly smaller format, this miniature probably comes
from the Falnama manuscript that was made for Shah Tahmasp.

Because the text is missing, it is uncertain what the scene shows. It has
been suggested that the building is the mosque with Imam Husayn’s
tomb.

Two muezzins stand on the roof, calling the faithful to prayer, while
angels scatter blessings (baraka) over the dome. Fourteen men stand
beside and around a large cenotaph under which a holy man is buried.
Lamps hang from the ceiling and standards (alam) that are used in
religious processions are lined up against the back wall.
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