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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF JAFAR AL-SADIQ’S FALNAMA.
‘IDOLATERS BEFORE AN IDOL’

IRAN, TABRIZ OR QASVIN; C. 1550

MINIATURE: 57.7 × 43.8 CM

A Falnama is a kind of book of divination that can be consulted at
random. Opposite each painting in an explanatory text. The text for
the museum’s stylistically very unusual painting is found in the Los
Angeles County Museum and explains that the scene is enacted in the
‘Azure monastery.’ The omens associated with the miniature are
highly inauspicious.

In around 1550, Shah Tahmasp developed a religious aversion to
figurative painting, and it is likely that this manuscript was the last to
be made in the shah’s studio, probably under the supervision of the
painters Aqa Mirak and Abdul Aziz.
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