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‘SHAH ANUSHIRVAN CAPTURES THE FORTRESS OF SAQILA’.
MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF FIRDAWSI’S SHAHNAMA

IRAN, SHIRAZ; MID-16TH CENTURY

LEAF: H: 28.7; W: 23.4 CM

Horsemen and foot soldiers armed with swords, bows, and axes attack
the fortress of Saqila. Firdawsi’s text also mentions the use of
catapults, but none are shown on this miniature. What it does depict,
in contrast – and probably very precisely – is the weapons and armor
of its day (the 16th century).

The bows are fairly light and painted, while the swords are long and
curved. All the soldiers bear helmets with spikes – some with plumes
or pennants attached – and most wear leg and arm guards. Many of the
foot soldiers and a few of the horsemen carry round shields, and some
of the horses are protected with chanfrons and colorful caparisons.
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