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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF TUSI’S GARSHASPNAMA PASTED ON
AN ALBUM LEAF. ‘NARIMAN KILLING THE SON OF THE KHAN OF
CHIN’

INDIA, MUGHAL; C. 1610

LEAF: 34.6 × 22.3 CM

The Garshaspnama of Asadi Tusi (d. 1073) is a kind of appendix to
the Shahnama, and Nariman, Garshasp’s son, is the great-grandfather
of the Persian hero Rustam.

The specific action is actually a matter of indifference, but Govardhan,
to whom it was already attributed in its own day, created a remarkable
painting. Govardhan worked both for Akbar and his son Jahangir and
was renowned for his psychologically insightful depictions.

The warriors’ faces, including those on the decapitated heads, were
depicted individually and dramatically, and naturalistic details such as
armor, caparisons, architectural details, and half-unwound turbans
were painstakingly registered. The level of detailing is unusually high.
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