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MORTAR, CAST BRONZE, ENGRAVED AND INLAID WITH COPPER
EASTERN IRAN OR AFGHANISTAN; 12TH CENTURY

H: 16.3; DIAM: 23.3 CM

This monumental mortar is unusual, not only due to its size, but also
because of its freely sculptured figurative decoration. The only

comparable mortar is found in Tehran. It is smaller and has no lion’s
heads. Its four figures, in turn, are depicted as individual musicians.

The mortar was cast using the cire perdue method. The rings were cast
first, after which they were placed in a wax model of the mortar. The
model was covered in stages with several layers of liquid clay. After
the “mold” was dry, the wax was melted out of it and the piece was
cast in one process with the rings in place. Work like this is unusual in
the Middle East, while Indian bronze-casters were masters of the
technique.
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