Inv. no. 15/2012
MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF AL-SARAI’S NAHJ AL-FARADIS (THE
PATHS OF PARADISE)
IRAN, HERAT; C. 1465
LEAF: 41.2 × 29.8 CM
The miniature, which like 13/2012 and 14/2012 comes from a
manuscript describing Muhammad’s mystical ascension to heaven
(miraj), shows the Prophet and the Archangel Gabriel (Jibril) at the
pond of al-Kawthar before one of Paradise’s richly ornamented gates.
Both the ribbed domes and tiled walls are covered with rich vegetal
ornamentation of various types, in keeping with contemporary
architecture from Central Asia. Beside the pond are countless vessels
of gold and jade and celadon-glazed ceramics from which the believer
can quench his thirst after the tribulations of the Day of Judgment.
The Garden of Paradise itself, with its many spiritual and sensual
delights, is not depicted in this beautiful painting, and no artist would
probably have been able to describe it to the believer as intensely as
accounts in the Koran and later writings.

Of the museum’s seven paintings from this manuscript, the refined
‘Gates of Paradise’ is the one that most clearly points toward the
artistic zenith of Timurid painting at the end of the 15th century.
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