
Inv. no. 11/1993

IKAT-DYED, COATED, LINED WOMAN’S CAFTAN (CHAPAN), SILK
AND COTTON

CENTRAL ASIA; END OF 19TH CENTURY

W: 184; L: 136 CM
GIFT OF HØJESTERETSSAGFØRER C. L. DAVIDS LEGAT FOR
SLÆGT OG VENNER

In contrast to slightly wider men’s caftans, this one is tapered at the
waist and is intended for a woman. These caftans, which were used on
festive occasions, are called khalat, from the Arabic word khil – “coat
of honor.” When they are lined, like this one, they are called chapan.

Central Asian caftans from around 1900 are often lined with colorful,
printed cotton textiles made in Russia. Locally made tablet-woven
bands are frequently sewn onto the openings at the front and at the
armholes.

The patterns are often rooted in old nomad traditions or Indian boteh
shapes that were later redefined. Most of the Central Asian ikat
caftans have nonfigurative or highly abstract patterns.
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