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FRAGMENT OF A VELVET, SILK AND METAL LAMELLA, WOVEN FLAT

IRAN; BEGINNING OF 17TH CENTURY

H: 81; W: 32.5 CM

Persian weavers in the 16th and 17th centuries were able to produce
velvets of hitherto unparalleled technical complexity.

The silver-colored ground of this fragment has almost completely
disappeared, but its wealth of color is otherwise unusually well
preserved. Nine different colors were used for the composition, which
because of the technique was varied by using a mirror image of the
motif horizontally and by changing the color combinations.

The monumental Madonna-like female figures are unusual. They
contrast with the elegany often mannered portrayals of courtiers that
characterize most of the period’s Persian velvets and popular
contemporary Persian miniatures.
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