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FRAGMENT OF A LAMPAS-WOVEN TEXTILE, SILK AND LAMELLA OF
GILDED PAPER

IRAN, CENTRAL ASIA, OR CHINA; 14TH-15TH CENTURY

H: 36; W: 28 CM
GIFT OF HØJESTERETSSAGFØRER C. L. DAVIDS LEGAT FOR
SLÆGT OG VENNER 52/1998

It is difficult to say exactly where this textile was made. The
decoration, which is entirely calligraphic, was written in both Persian
and Arabic. The large medallion might resemble calligraphy from
Mamluk Egypt, but there are also two examples of seal Kufi, which
points in the direction of Iran and Central Asia under the Mongols and
their successors. The gilded paper, which was used in China rather
than the animal substrate that was common in the Islamic world,
points in the same direction.

The use of readable calligraphy as a decoration, however, was
characteristic of the Islamic world. Early examples are the tiraz
textiles, and in later periods the famous textiles with religious
inscriptions that covered the Kaaba in Mecca and the tombs of holy



men.
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