E DAVIDS SAMLING

Inv. no. 11/1991

LAMP, PARCEL-GILT SILVER, EMBOSSED, ENGRAVED, AND CHASED
TURKEY OR THE BALKANS; 2ND HALF OF 16TH CENTURY

H:11.5; DIAM AT RIM: 6.1 CM

This lamp was originally a jug of the same type as the silver jug,
inv.no. 15/1986.

Its decoration is distinctive because of its richness of detail and motifs:
mythical creatures and wild animals, including a monkey and an
elephant, as well as birds, some of which bite themselves in the leg.
On the body of the jug, all this decoration is embedded in a loose
arabesque network.

These animal motifs are not part of the customary repertoire of
Ottoman art. They are presumably part of the traditional imagery in
the Balkans, where skilled silversmiths worked for the Ottomans. The
motifs found on silver were also a source of inspiration for potters in
Iznik.
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