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STEELYARD, BRONZE WITH ENGRAVED INSCRIPTION
MIDDLE EAST; 8TH-9TH CENTURY

L (ARM): 52.5 CM

The use of steelyards dates back to before the Christian era in the
Mediterranean region. A counterweight is moved along the arm until it
and the object to be weighed are in balance. The arm can typically be
turned, since it has several balance points and their scales, making it
possible to weigh both heavy and light objects.

Steelyards were used since the advent of Islam, and the earliest
datable example in the Islamic sphere bears the name of the Umayyad
caliph Marwan II (744-750).

The museum’s steelyard is engraved not only with numerals and a
weight indicator, ratl, but also an early religious inscription in Kufi:
“In the name of the merciful and compassionate God/ there is no god
but God, He alone, He has no equal/ Muhammad is the messenger of
God.”
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