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THRONE LEG, CARVED IVORY WITH TRACES OF PAINT

INDIA, DECCAN; 17TH CENTURY

H: 31.2 CM

The size and shape of the tusk set natural limits from which the ivory
carver worked. This was exploited positively in India to create
amazing, compact compositions that could contain architecture as well
as animals and human figures carved from a single tusk.

The warrior on his horse and his little servants are depicted with a
great wealth of details. They wear the kind of turban that is typical of
the Deccan area and horse and rider are embellished with finely
worked straps and chains.

The leg was originally fixed to a flat throne without a back. The
compressed character of the rider reinforced the impression of the
power of the prince seated above it.
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