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FRITWARE CHESSMAN WITH OPENWORK DECORATION, PAINTED
IN BLUE AND BLACK UNDER A TRANSPARENT, TURQUOISE GLAZE

SYRIA, RAQQA; BEGINNING OF 13TH CENTURY

H: 5.2; W; 5; D: 2.6 CM

The gaming piece was very finely conceived in fritware with an
openwork decoration. Its shape is reminiscent of crenellations, making
it identifiable as a rook for a chess set.

Chess was played from the earliest Islamic period, and numerous
medieval chessmen have also survived in other materials such as
ivory, wood, glass, and rock crystal.

Islamic chessmen have abstract forms, making it often difficult to
identify their precise role in the game. The simplest pieces can also
easily be mistaken for those from other popular games, such as
backgammon.
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