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ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT, LIMESTONE

JAZIRA; 13TH CENTURY

H: 33.5; W: 19.5; D: 6.5 CM

This architectural element bears witness to the imaginative new
interpretation of traditional motifs that is characteristic of Anatolia and
Jazira in the 13th century.

Instead of being surrounded by vine scrolls, the lion at the bottom is
entwined in them, and a large leaf actually ends up in its mouth.
Above is a symmetrical double sphinx whose two bodies are joined in
a single head. The traditional shoulder palmettes have taken on such
enormous proportions here that even the tails with dragon heads look
threatened.

We do not know the position of this architectural element, but it might
have been the central keystone in a gateway.
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