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TOMBSTONE, MARBLE, WITH CARVED KUFI INSCRIPTION

EGYPT (?); JUMADA AL-AKHAR 255 H = APRIL 869

H: 58.5; B: 44 CM

The inscription on the tombstone was carved in an unusual “fat” Kufi.
The letters of the top six lines are slightly larger than those in the five
below. While the upper lines contain religious maxims of a more
general nature that could be carved in advance, the lower lines contain
the name of the deceased.

In this case, it is Khayzuran (?), who died in April 869 and was
affiliated with Abu Isa Masrur ibn Ayyub al-Andalusi. It is unknown
what kind of affiliation the deceased had with Abu Isa Masrur. He
might have been a freed slave or a person from a non-Islamic faith
who had formed ties after he converted to Islam with another Muslim,
in this case a man whose family came from Andalusia.
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