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BOWL, COLORLESS GLASS DECORATED WITH GREEN, RED, BLUE,
AND BLACK ENAMEL AND GILDED

NORTHERN INDIA; FIRST HALF OF 18TH CENTURY

H: 5.5; DIAM: 11.7 CM

In contrast to large parts of the rest of the Muslim world, glass
production emerged in India at a fairly late stage. The earliest glass
objects date to the Mughal period, when production probably emerged
as a reaction to imported glass from Europe.

The Indian glass that has been preserved in larger numbers especially
from the 18th and 19th century has the same forms and decorations
that were otherwise typical of Mughal art.

This little bowl was decorated in gold with one of the period’s most
popular floral motifs: irises. They are framed by delicate, patterned
bands in red and green.
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