E DAVIDS SAMLING

Inv. no. 31/2008

MOSQUE LAMP, COLORLESS GLASS DECORATED WITH
POLYCHROME ENAMELS AND GILDING

EGYPT OR SYRIA; 14TH CENTURY

H: 26 CM

Islamic glass lamps had found their characteristic, elegant form in the
13th century: an almost spherical body with a flared neck and a foot
that varied in height. It could stand or hang in chains attached to eyes
on the body. Undecorated, so that the flame could burn brightly, these
lamps were used for secular rooms.

The decoration of this lamp was made fairly quickly. The red circles
are the only part of the decoration that was painted on the inside.
Between them are thin, white roundels containing a script-like design.
The Mamluks’ emblems consisted especially of symbols, but in some
cases script was also found, and the roundels here imitate it.
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