
Inv. no. 2/1972

BOTTLE, COLORLESS GLASS, WITH RELIEF-CUT DECORATION AND
A GREEN AND BROWN OVERLAY

IRAQ OR IRAN; 9TH-10TH CENTURY

H: 23 CM

Instead of using the overlay technique, in which the craftsman cut into
a glass body with two-colored layers (see 3/1971), he could apply
sections of colored glass to the colorless glass and then cut them into
the desired shape.

Glass objects made with this simpler technique often have a coarser
finish than those made with the overlay technique, and the two layers
are sharply defined because the glass was cut vertically and not
diagonally.

The animals in brown and green glass on this bottle are coarser
versions of motifs that first appeared on glass excavated in Abbasid
Samarra. The colorless glass has a simple leaf and line ornamentation.
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