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BOTTLE, YELLOWISH GLASS WITH RELIEF-CUT DECORATION

IRAQ OR IRAN; 9TH-10TH CENTURY

H: 14; DIAM: 10.5 CM

The bottle was cut with a pattern that is typical of the Samarra style.
The decoration, based on highly stylized plant forms, was carefully
composed in a way that teases the beholder’s perception. At first
glance, certain shapes seem to form the pattern, but on closer
inspection they actually create the background for others that now
seem to do so.

There are minor restorations on the bottle, and the top of the neck is
modern. An irregularity in the pattern on the body comes from a
restoration. This could indicate that the bottle might originally have
had a handle.
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