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FRITWARE TILE, IN TWO PARTS, WITH POLYCHROME DECORATION
UNDER A TRANSPARENT GLAZE

TURKEY, KÜTAHYA; 18TH-19TH CENTURY

H: 33; W: 25 CM

The quality of ceramics from Iznik declined in the 17th century. At the
same time, it faced competition from another production center,
Kütahya, which had many potters with an Armenian background. In
the course of the 18th century, Kütahya developed a distinctive
expression that is perhaps clearest in the pieces that were made for the
Ottoman Empire’s Christian communities. The palette of these pieces
is more polychrome, often uneven, and more transparent; yellow had
become an important color.

The figurative devotional image Virgin and Child was painted in a
simple style that was naturally based on Christian iconography. Many
related tiles can be seen in the Armenian Cathedral of St. James in
Jerusalem.
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