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FRITWARE DISH, PAINTED IN BLUE AND BLACK AND WITH A RED
AND A GREEN SLIP UNDER A TRANSPARENT GLAZE

IRAN, KERMAN; DATED 1084 H = 1673

H: 6; DIAM: 36 CM

Pottery decorated in blue and red (and green) from the Safavid period
is frequently attributed to Kerman, where the distinctive type of
pesudo-Chinese marks were also painted that are found under the base
of this dish. The potters used Chinese porcelain as their models, but
the plant decoration and the five suns with faces on the dish are un-
Chinese.

The dish moreover carries a very common Persian inscription: “May
this [large] dish always be full of [God’s] favors. May it always be
found among fortunate people. May this [large] dish never be empty
of [God’s] favors. May all who eat from it be healthy. It was finished
in the year 1084 [= 1673].”
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