
Inv. no. D 73/1986

FRITWARE JAR PAINTED IN BLACK AND BLUE UNDER A
TRANSPARENT GLAZE

SYRIA; RAQQA; BEGINNING OF 13TH CENTURY

H: 31.5 CM

This storage jar has the inverted pear shape that is characteristic of the
Ayyubid and then the Mamluk period.

The body of the jar is decorated with the Arabic word for blessing,
baraka, in large circles. There is an inscription with various good
wishes around the neck. The lower part of the jar is plain, making the
upper, decorated part seem even wider.

The painted decoration is quite coarse. The glaze is crackled and
unevenly applied at the base – familiar features of some ceramics
produced at Raqqa.

Another shape typical of the period is the albarello, which has a
concave body that makes it easy to grasp (see e.g. 6/2006).
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