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FRITWARE DISH, PAINTED IN TURQUOISE, BLUE, AND BLACK
UNDER A TRANSPARENT GLAZE. SULTANABAD TYPE

IRAN; BEGINNING OF 14TH CENTURY

H: 8.5 CM; DIAM: 34 CM

Chinese motifs were very common on Sultanabad ware, which was
made under the Il-Khanids. The Islamic tradition, however, is obvious
in this large dish. Its central motif is an arabesque-like plant that on
closer inspection shows that its tendrils end in the heads of animals,
such as hares and leopards.

Zoomorphic and anthropomorphic plants of this kind are not unusual
in Islamic culture. The legend of Iskander (the story of Alexander the
Great) tells of the talking “Waq-Waq tree” whose ripe fruits, in the
form of little humanoids, cry “waq-waq” when they fall to the ground.
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