
Inv. no. 21/1985

BOTTLE, COLORLESS GLASS, FACET-CUT

IRAN; 9TH-10TH CENTURY

H: 11.5 CM

This bottle is distinctive because of the clarity of the glass, the precise
workmanship, and the unusually good state of preservation. It is
decorated with two rows of circular panels that give a play of light and
shadow and also create a prism-like effect in the glass that contrasts
with the bottle’s shape.

Because of its facet cutting, the bottle belongs to a familiar type rooted
in pre-Islamic, Sasanian glass manufacture (see 6/1969). The shape of
the bottle, with its long neck, in contrast, is a distinctively Islamic type
that was produced in various techniques and with a variety of
decoration in Iran from the 8th to the 13th century.
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