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FRITWARE BOWL, PAINTED WITH A LUSTRE DECORATION OVER A
TRANSPARENT GLAZE. TELL MINIS TYPE

SYRIA; C. 1150

H: 11; DIAM: 29 CM

Tell Minis ware marked an important stage in Syrian pottery
production before Raqqa ceramics was made. The name Tell Minis
comes from the hill between Hama and Aleppo where some 100
pieces of pottery were excavated in 1959. They were in fantastic
condition and were technically distinctive in a number of ways. Most
were fritware, in a few cases earthenware, but always with a fairly thin
body. Most moreover had a ring foot that was cut inward diagonally so
that the pieces only rested on a narrow edge. The fritware technique,
the use of lustre, and the style of the decorations pointed to a close
connection with Fatimid ceramics.

It has consequently been proposed that Tell Minis ware was made in
Syria by Egyptian potters who had emigrated because of growing
unrest in the Fatimid Empire. Other finds have shown that Tell Minis
ware was produced in several places in Syria in the 12th century,



including Raqqa. With its 14 pieces, the David Collection has one of
the world’s largest holdings of Tell Minis ware
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