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DRAWING. ‘FOUR MUSICIANS’

INDIA, MUGHAL; BEGINNING OF 18TH CENTURY

LEAF: 15.7 × 13.7 CM

Part of life at court was musical entertainment. This Mughal drawing
provides a beautiful and precise portrayal of an ensemble in the
process of plying their trade. At the back is a musician with a three-
stringed, long-necked lute, which strikes the keynote for the piece.
The next claps the rhythm and might also be the quartet’s singer. The
third plays a vina and is the instrumental soloist. The one in front
plays a double drum.

The drawing was not finished. Details such as the ears are incomplete
and the strings are missing. As is so often the case, there is no setting
to denote the context.
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