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MINIATURE PASTED ON AN ALBUM LEAF FROM THE PERIOD OF
SHAH JAHAN. ‘KING DAVID PLAYING THE HARP’

INDIA, MUGHAL; 1610-1620 (MINIATURE) AND C. 1640 (LEAF)

LEAF: 38.5 x 26.3 CM

The miniature was attributed — in writing on the podium — to Manobhar,
one of Jahangir’s painters. In the court studio of his son, Shah Jahan, it
was pasted in an album with an elegantly painted flower border. On
the back is a poem calligraphed by Mir Ali Haravi with a
corresponding border.

Manohar was the son of Basawan, one of Akbar’s favorite painters.
He was inspired for this miniature by an engraving by the Flemish
artist Johannes Sadeler, but thoroughly cleansed the main motif of the
European background and placed the monumental harp-playing David
in a curiously airless space.

The painting is a good example of how European art was transformed
by Mughal painters.
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