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MINIATURE PASTED ON AN ALBUM LEAF. ‘SHOWING A PAINTING IN
FRONT OF A GROTTO’

INDIA, MUGHAL; C. 1600

MINIATURE: 30.5 × 17.1 CM

The subject of this beautiful painting is unknown. Outside a town in a
rocky landscape is a grotto that houses an elderly man who seems to
be an artist. On the floor are a pen case and pigments, and he himself
is holding up a painting for a group of admiring onlookers. There are
15 in all, most of whom seem to be local, while there are also
Europeans and other exotic people among them.

The artist undoubtedly had a familiarity with European art. There is a
clear division into foreground, middle ground, and background, and
the intensity of the colors also decreases with the distance from the
motley crowd. The architecture moreover seems to have a European
touch, whereas the rocks are of the Persian type.
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