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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF THE BABURNAMA, PASTED ON AN
ALBUM LEAF. ‘BABUR IS STRUCK ON THE HEAD BY HIS COUSIN
SULTAN AHMAD TAMBAL’

INDIA, MUGHAL; C. 1590

LEAF: 37.6 × 24.4 CM

The Great Mughals, who were descended from both Genghis Khan
and Timur and came from Central Asia, took pains to legitimize their
right to rule India through historical writings. The first Great Mughal,
Babur (1526-1530), wrote his autobiographical Baburnama, in
Chagatay Turkish. His grandson Akbar had it translated into Persian
and commissioned his court artists to illustrate several editions of it.

In a typical mixture of a stylized Persian view of nature and grim
Indian realism, this miniature illustrates an episode from Babur’s early
past in Central Asia. He is about to lose his life in one of the period’s
many dynastic struggles when he is dealt a crippling blow from his
cousin Tambal’s sword.
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