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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF FIRDAWSI’S SHAHNAMA.
“ISFANDIYAR AND HIS ARMY AT SUNSET”. SIGNED BY MUHAMMAD
YUSUF

IRAN, ISFAHAN; C. 1650

LEAF: 35.2 × 21.2 CM

This atmospheric miniature was signed by Muhammad Yusuf. It is
typical of his style in the period when he collaborated with and was
influenced by the painter Muhammad Qasim. Together they created
what is known as the “Windsor Shahnama” in 1648.

On his way to liberate his sisters in Turan, Prince Isfandiyar rides off
at sunset to face one of his seven ordeals: to kill a powerful witch. The
last rays of the sun give the clouds a golden glow, and the slightly
somber palette shows that darkness is about to descend on the hero
and his army, led by a richly clad young page. There is something
slightly unsettling about the wild, mountainous landscape, which is
hardly a pleasant place at night.
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