
Inv. no. 7/2004

MINIATURE PASTED ON AN ALBUM LEAF. ‘A BIRD ON A HAZEL
BRANCH.’ SIGNED SHAFI ABBASI

IRAN, ISFAHAN; NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1651

LEAF: 30 × 22.2 CM

“This was written and drawn for the most successful, the noblest, the
holiest, the most exalted, the highest Nawwab by the humble Shafi
Abbasi in the month of Dhu’l-hijja al-Haram, 1061.”

This very finely painted bird, like the butterfly, is a product of Shafi
Abbasi’s imagination, while the hazel branch with both nuts and
leaves was beautifully drawn from nature.

Studies of birds and flowers became common in the second half of the
17th century, and were among Shafi Abbasi’s specialties. He was the
son of the period’s most important painter, Riza-i Abbasi, who was
given his surname by Abbas I, whereas Shafi was given his by Abbas
II, who might be the Nawwab referred to in the inscription.
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